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Behind the Veil in the Orient

A Review by LOUIS A. SPRINGER.

AN INDISCREET CHRONICLE FROM THE |

PACIFIC.
& Co.

NO one in the least famliliar with the

By Putnam Wenle. Dodd, Mead

Bertram Lenox Bimpson, or. since
we are better acquainted with him by his
pen name, Putnam Weale, knows his China

by long residence and his Japan by conse- |
quent geographical propinquity. He served after the official reception,” he writes, |

under that master of the Orient, Sir Robert

Havt. and ‘an & loyal and hard 'urtin]'lh“ the Japanese must have wondered |

pupil he gained his rudimentary knowledge
not by hearsay but by actual experience.

disereet Letters from Peking” it knew
that it was Hrdin( af the Instde life of the

Manchu capital. When it reads now his
latest work, “An Indiscrest Ch from

vey a warning and to get consideration of
| the vital facts,
He sailed from Japan the same day as

the Ishii mission, which was expected to|
Far East has any doubt but that ¢liminate the United States from the Far|

iEaal, but the quick Canadian route put
him down in Fan Francisco days before the
fateful mission had arrived. “I can still
see the surprized faces of the Japanese
officials as they arrived at their hotels

“Soldiers had been so thick on the ground

| why Homer Lea in his remarkable warn-

| ing, The Valor of Ignorance,’ had dectared
! that California and the territory west of,
When, years ago, he gave the world “In- the Rockies lay In the hollow of Japan's |

'hand. XNothing but troops and camps and
| camps and troops

1 »

which had eliminated the

the Pacific” it may W& assured that it “lli%r!tish fleet east of Singnpore gnust in the

getting an intelligent sidelight on Orental| a0 of this demenstration have been

political! conditions.

quietly dropped Ly the Japanese mission
into the hay of San Francisco twenty-four

Mr. Simpson was one of the advisers of | hours after they landed.”

the Chinese delegation at the Washington  But this was not exactly the outcome of no predictions. For centuries the race has
Disarmament Conference. He came, how- | the Japanese mission. ‘Why it was not been tralned to conceal and repress, he
ever, carlier than that to America. Tn May, | forms an interesting chapter In diplomacy | writes, and no man at the present moment,

1917, China obtained secret information

effort to secure the withdrawal of the
American Asiatic squadron as a prelim-

ingry to establishing the =o called Japanese
fdoctrine for eastern Asin. Mr. Simpson
was usked to come to this country to con-

cans,
that Japan had determined to take up dl—{ bogk, “iz not diplomaey amusing?
rectly with the United States the question | agree on points by trumpery diplomatic | observes that little originality has been
of the Pacilie and wns making a desperate M¢thods when there were other prospects | shown by the Chinese leaders educated

| which certainly is not familiar to Ameri-
“And" aeain quoting from the
To

in the offing was plainly an evasion. The
| Senate finally adopted the formal resolu-
| tion requesting the President to cull a
conference with Grear Pritain and Japan
on naval reduction. “Afier weeks of con-

| ference belween the two Houses this wus

i{G Welis’é Shg);t World HlStOI'Y

Continucd from Preceding Page.

the world that Ferdinand Foch pr--r-id-'lll

over the armies of the Allies In 19187
Weils, mentioning the great war,
have named its finest military flgure.

Mr. Wells informs us with meticulous
care that fn A, D 390 Theodasius the Grent
caused the great statue of Jupiter Serapis
At Alexandria aestroyed.  He does
not inform us that Thomas A. Edison, by
his inventlon the tneandescent lamp,
brought more safety, comfort and conven-
¥nce to the worlid than all the Roman em-
perors ever thought of.

In such omissions as these Mr. Wells ia
astenishing. The ordinary old fashioned
historian was expected to bring out of the
box all the stock figures. But Mr. Welis,
in spite of his own criticism of historians
for playing up Julus Cmsar, has played

Mr

10 be

wuf

- o lot of Hitle Cesars and at the same

time neglected the characters whose work
is of the greatest importance to the world
to-day —the world that his readers live in.

It |s not meant that Mr. Wells has ut-
terly neglected the great history of the
present and the immediate past. He has a
brief chapter on “The Lidustrial Revolu-
tion" and s longer chapter on “The De-
velopment of Modern Idens.” But he has
not measured the century and a half fol-
lowing the American Revolutlon with the
yardstick which a man of Wella's reputa-
tion should carry. He has not measured
the advance of sclence n its relation to
human life In the way his admirers expect
of him. When a historian finds room for
the work of the Arabian alchemists who
sought the elixir of life he should find room
also for the wonderful story of the
vance of medical knowledee, from the dis-
covery of the circulation of the blood down
to the vietory over yellow fever—yea, down
to the interesting hunt of the mysterious

ad-

might |

stamnd between him and the two hillion
people who make the world go round with
their plows and their hammers, their
loves, their little ambitions and thelr faith
in something better bevond the grave

Some times it seems that Mr. Wells sur-
voys historical occtitvences from a point
{ too far off. Take, for instance, his com-
| ment on the discovery of the internal com-

bustion engige. To him it means but one
thirg—rendering flight possible. To the
| man in the street in this country it means
automobiles and tractors; comfort and
pleasure for mililons of familles: the abil-
ity to live In the country, miles from the
railroad; quick and eheap transportation
of food; the rescue of the furmer from the
old slavery. But airplanes. which appeal
tn Mr. Wells, carry diplomatic dispatches,
| while motor cars carry bables and bread:
| and it is bard to make the historians class
| tebles and bread as mose important to his-
tory than documents of state.

Most historians Jove the dramatic and
are likely to let It sway them too much
Of course the dramatic is necessary for
the interest of the book; but not all drama
in history relates to battle or victory, Mr.
Wells has in this book a good deal about
the Holy Roman Empire, that theater of
the old dramatics; but he omit= the final
acts: Charles of Austria, the last remnant
of the Emplre, going down the Danube to
exile and death. No scens in all the Furo.
pean cataclysm was more typical of what
had happened to kings and princes.

If considerable fault has been found here
with Mr. Wells's book, the fault is not
with what he has done but with what he
has left andone. His Is & good book In
ways., If he had left off the last
and ealled it

modern

many
hundred pages
the world up to

a history of
time® it would I
Put

that the latter part of

more worthy of him.
pected of Mr. Wi

s much is ex

vitamin. A histérian who makes room for | ;10 volume fs sure fo be disappointing.
the =:ories of ancient religions should make If he had waited len yenrs after phe
rooin for tell of the discovery of an- publication of v *“Oailine and then
®sthetics, struck out to write a new short hlstory |t

Mr Wells h v fine imagination for pre- | s Lkely that e would have done better
historic things and a magnificent vision of | He has troated of kings and gederals
the future, I= oo clnse 1o the present | stales and churche * has not given
o see it In Its relation to the whole story | the people and their vogtess o place in
of the human rac2? Or does he feel that | the sun that should be theire. As a his-
everybody knows the things he omits and | tory of aman race Mr. Wells's bonk
therefors omits them purpossly? This| not as 12 “A Brief History of the
does not seem reasonable ‘erhaps even | Waorld ' el wWas written two years ago
the durable Wells grew weary as the scene | by Profl, George Willls Hotsford of Colum
Wroadened after the middle of the book. | bia Universit rulion with Jav
Writing a history of the world is a large | Barrett fhotsford ' ewed  the
order. It i & partioulariy hard job if the | procession ik thstone
historian lets too many kings and soldlers | Mr. W

America wins not only |
jarmed but showing her men. Any idea of
igelun( the United States to accept the

added as an amendment to the naval bill

Conference.”

Of this confer. nee it is undoubtedly best
to read the chajpters in the hook devoted
to it rather than a mere abstract of them.
Neither tha contentions of the Chinese and
Japanese nor the reasdns for them can be
briefly stated. The psychology of the most
mportant issue, according to Mr. Simpson,
was clenrly misunderstood, and “moreover,
no matter how grent was the modification
made on the Pacific so as to bring the
United States within the cirele of friend-
#hip, China stood just as poor a chance of
fair treatment.”

There I8 perhaps something of the Ori-
enlal in the suggestion that men's legs are
| more important as a political indication
than their hands and head and should al-
ways be attentively studied. “Secretary
Hughes, standing =till, with his arms hang-
ing loosely bezide him, discloaed Imperfect
knees and small feet—two dangerous char-
acteristice. They mean a proneness to the
influence of others; a tendeney to accept
formulas witnout proper inquiry: an ab-
sence of trua conviction” But while this
may have proved true in the Orfent the
‘Secretary's course at the conference did
| not fulfill the prophecy.
| Of Japan's future the author attempts

not even the Japanese themselves, can say
what will be the state of the nation five
' years hence. With unusual frankness he

!n‘hro:ld. He considers it a remarkable fact
| that a race as intellectual as the Chinese
should have failed to preduce in the revo-
| lutionary period a single strong personality
with strong views and executive capacity.

and wnas the origin of the Washington 1

Henry

Morgenthau’s
All In a Lifetime.

An “autobiography of an
upright and upstanding
man whose idealism is
properly ballasted."—The
Atlantic Monthly.

His attack on Zionism
proves “‘Morgenthan was
the real statesman.”"—The
American Hebrew.

A minor part only of this
book appeared serially in
TheWorld's Work.

At all booksiores. Price $4
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And there is a warning to the ountside
world In his statement that the Chinesa |
will not agree among themselves on any |
single issue for at least a generation unless
there 18 a binding compact involving for-
efen nations as well as themselves, with
admittedly just means of dealing with in-
fractions. They are 100 numerous, he says,
and thelr territory too vast, thelr soclety
too upset for nnvthing clse to he possible.

Indiscretion
thi= chronicle from the Paclfic. Tt is de- |
cldedly interesting In its revelations and
in many cases uncompromisingly frank,

i= nmot the only quality in!

Behind the Scenes
With the Kaiser

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE
KAIBER. By the Baroness Von Larisch.
Hertag Publishing Corporation,

HIS book may be wholeheartedly in-
fdorsed or dencounced, as the reader
prefers, as a thoroughly scandalous

affair. The motive that prompted the writ-

ing of it Is of course a matler of con-

Jecture. It may have bheen spite and it

may have been cupility. But in strict

falrness it must be sald that having started
out to write an abominable book the

Barongss Von Lariseh persisted resolutely

and unswervingly to the end There Is

perceptible no moment of squeamish hesi-
tation. There Is nothing that smacks of
ambiguity ¢ven in the picture of the al-
llr-..rt-d rélations of the Kaiser and the Crown

[l'rln(-a with the edifying Round Table
group. “Behind the Scenes With the

Kaiser” may be found disgusting: it will

not be found disappointing

John Drew's French

FEW weeks ago there was told in

Clara Whitehill Hunt, be-
fore the American Library
Association Conference, says:
“ “Aliee in Wonderland,” ‘The
Water Babies," ‘The Jungle
Books' belong to the immortals
in children's literature, but if
I should return to earth fifty or
a hundred years from now I
should not be surprised to find
the children also reading ‘Doc-
tor Dolittle." " —

Just Publizhed—the new
Hugh Lafting book—

The Voyages of Doctor Dobttle

Hlustrated, $2.50
STOKES, Publisher

|A the book seclion the story of Dis-
racli’s projected speech in French

it the Herlin conference, and the
| matiec munner In which one of his
| persunded the Promies himseld
{to English. That suggests a somewhat
| similar tale told in John Drew's “My Years

hiplo-
aides
to confine

lon the Stage” reviewed for Tug New
York Hmuare by Mr. (tis Skinher. One |
night al supper in Chicago Mme, Sarah |
Bernhardt asked Mr, Drew (the convers -
tion being carried on in French) it he
would go to Pariz and act with her in a
play. Says Mr. Drew: *“| was very diffi-
dent ahout my French—that s, the
thought of going to Paris to play in
French made me {eel diffident. ‘But my
French is not good enough,’ T said in an- |
swer to her query. She said: 'You mpeak
French very well' “Yes, that's all fleht—
the fluency of i1, perhaps, but not the ac-

“h, that won't matter. This is an
| Englishman you are gotng to play.' "
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Season we suggest as
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our comprehensive
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First Editlons
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| THE LIFE and LETTERS

[ Regular Edition of 2 vois., Price, $10

—

A Great American Memoir

Ambassador 4
to

England
1913-1218

of WALTER H. PAGE
By Burton J. Hendrick

“Page’s letters will be quoted by
| historians for the ages to come.”
-Bliss Perry.

Limited, de luxe edition, Price, %25
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